
 

 

Editorial board ignores facts, new science 

January 2, 2008 

Talk about a "mindset." The Idaho Statesman editorial board seems incapable of changing its 

opinion when it comes to its stance on dam removal. Here are the facts. Removal of the Snake 

River dams affects only four of the 13 listed salmon or steelhead species, costs over $1 billion to 

accomplish and $450-$550 million a year to replace the energy lost. Not to mention adding 5.4 

million tons each year of CO2 (according to the N.W. Power and Conservation Council) and 

seriously affecting the region's ability to back-up existing wind much less build new wind 

resources. It's a strategy that fails on multiple levels.  

Other facts the Statesman ignores: spill is not always the best tool. It hurts some listed stocks: 

B-run steelhead experience a 13 percent decline in their survival compared to transport in 

barges. The new "fish slides" being installed at the dams are showing higher survival levels for 

fish than spill. NOAA scientists are concerned that John Day drawdown will result in survival 

reductions due to lost reservoir habitat for migrating salmon.  

I urge the editorial board to become more familiar with some of the facts and recent science 

available on this most important issue.  

Terry Flores 
NWRP Executive Director 
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