
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
The following is an opinion piece that was authored by
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4. Politics over Science – Politics have long overshadowed science in guiding salmon recovery 
efforts. For example, there is still a pervasive belief that there is a relationship to augmenting river 
flows and salmon survival. Yet, in his December 2005 ruling US District Court Judge Redden rejected 
plaintiffs’ requests for more flows. He even quoted the Independent Scientific Advisory Board (a body 
that advises tribes, agencies, and the NW Power and Conservation Council), which said that this belief 
is “no longer supportable.”  
 
It may seem logical to call for more flows for fish, but the best available science just doesn’t support it. 
There is far more we need to learn about these complex creatures, and we should resist the temptation 
to head down costly paths that may make us feel better but provide no demonstrable benefit to fish.  
 
The Idaho Statesman is right to call for increased cooperation and collaboration as the means to recover 
the region’s salmon and steelhead, including upstream and downstream interests. Northwest 
RiverPartners, representing a broad group of regional interests – river users, large and small 
businesses, farmers, ports and utilities – is working hard to promote this.  
 
We have joined with the states of Washington and Montana, the Spokane, Colville and Idaho 
Kootenai Tribes, and are working closely together in the Columbia/Snake process to develop a new 
plan for salmon and steelhead. We don’t need to sacrifice a healthy economy – or any dams for that 
matter – to develop a fair, balanced and science-based plan to put salmon on the road to recovery. But 
we do need to change our approach – and our mindsets. 
 

Nort
Nort
found
afford
multi
www

 

Quick Links 
• Federal Caucus –  

Find out what the Federal Caucus has to say about long-term salmon and steelhead recovery at:  
http://www.salmonrecovery.gov/reports_and_papers/docs/2006/Federal_Caucus_Fact_Shee
tJune_2006.pdf  
 

• Northwest RiverPartners –  
Check out our Web site at: www.nwriverpartners.org
hwest RiverPartners is a partnership of farmers, electric utilities and large and small businesses in the Pacific 
hwest, joined together to ensure that the Columbia and Snake rivers remain living, working rivers.  It was 
ed on the belief that these rivers are the Northwest’s greatest natural resource providing residents with clean and 
able electricity, flood control, irrigation for our farm lands, healthy fish and wildlife, maritime trade, and a 
tude of recreational opportunities. For more information about Northwest RiverPartners, visit its Web site at 
.nwriverpartners.org. 

http://www.nwriverpartners.org/
http://www.salmonrecovery.gov/reports_and_papers/docs/2006/Federal_Caucus_Fact_SheetJune_2006.pdf
http://www.salmonrecovery.gov/reports_and_papers/docs/2006/Federal_Caucus_Fact_SheetJune_2006.pdf
http://www.nwriverpartners.org/

